
                                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us for a fantastic evening aboard the Southern Patriot on Lake Murray as 

we cruise towards the largest purple martin sanctuary in North America, Bomb 

Island.  Hundreds of thousands of purple martins circle overhead in what is 

known as a natural phenomenon that you have to see to believe.  

 

Not only do proceeds from your ticket benefit Carolina Wildlife Care in         

its efforts to return injured and orphaned wildlife back to its natural                   

environment, but you have the opportunity to witness the rewards firsthand.   

 

Watch and be amazed as five young rehabilitated martins are released that 

evening to take their very flights into freedom!  Be moved as they join the 

martins beckoning from above and disappear into the swirling cloud of birds 

that will soon make their long journey to South America.                                      

Few experiences are as exciting and inspiring as this one! 

    

Wednesday, July 30th 

Southern Patriot, Lake Murray Marina  

7:00 pm ï9:30 pm 

$40.00 per person 

 

Enjoy light hors douvres, wine, beer, or other beverages, and great music   

during the cruise.  CWCôs Purple Martin Cruise has sold out the past                

two years, so please reserve your tickets early.  Space is limited.                 

 

A special thank you to this yearôs Signature Sponsor  

 

 

 

And to the following supporting sponsors: 

 

Jimmy and Ashley Knight  Bunni and Lindsay Crawford 

Miriam Mills    Elizabeth Narr 

Total Wine and More 

$ÏÎȭÔ -ÉÓÓ #ÁÒÏÌÉÎÁ 7ÉÌÄÌÉÆÅ #ÁÒÅȭÓ ΦÔÈ 
Annual Purple Martin Cruise and Release 

Wild Things      
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Establishing harmony between humans and wildlife.    

Name 

__________________________________________ 

Address 

__________________________________________ 

City 

__________________________________________  

 

State______________  Zip____________________ 

 

Phone 

__________________________________________ 

Cell 

__________________________________________ 

Email 

__________________________________________ 

# of Spaces Reserved:_______  

$40.00 per person         

I have enclosed a check for $____________________ 

Credit card (circle one):        Visa                 MC 

Card # 

__________________________________________ 

Exp. Date ____________ Vcode (on back)__________   

I cannot attend the fundraiser, but I will make a special gift 

to care for purple martins and other songbirds at CWC of 

$_______________. 

Send form and payment to: Carolina Wildlife Care at 

5551 Bush River Road in Columbia, SC 29212 or 

call 803-772-3994. 

JOIN CWCõS PURPLE 

MARTIN CRUISE AND 

EXPERIENCE THE THRILL 

OF A NEW BEGINNING!  



Joanna Weitzel  

Executive Director  

When someone learns what I do for a    

living, they often say ñYou must love your 

job,ò or ñYour job must be so rewarding.ò  

Both of those statements hold trueé at 

least on most days.  But those days when 

you are working until the wee hours of the 

morning, knowing that you have to return 

again only a few hours later, the job may or 

not look quite as rosy.  

 

No one at Carolina Wildlife Care enters this 

field for the glory.  And while being an 

animal lover is necessary, it alone is not 

enough to keep someone committed to the 

mission.  Working in wildlife rehabilitation 

requires a special passion and dedication, 

accompanied by an ability to push yourself 

daily without burning out the desire to do 

so.  It also requires an understanding that 

there is no task too big or too small, and  

egos must be checked at the door.  Whether 

you are an animal caregiver or an Executive 

Director, the underlying requirements are 

the same.  You do what is needed to get the 

job done. 

 

Despite the daily rehabilitation challenges, 

Carolina Wildlife Care has continued to 

broaden its programs, including providing 

more offsite education in schools, introduc-

ing the new summer camps, and offering 

training to those interested in wildlife    

rehabilitation.  It thrills us to better address 

the needs of SCôs wildlife, and our hope is 

to continue expanding upon such programs. 

 

However, Carolina Wildlife Care is feeling 

the sting of a changing economy.  And     

balancing the increasing demands being 

placed on our small organization today, 

while planning for tomorrow, is difficult.  

Rising gas prices has impacted the ability 

of volunteers to provide transport and    

rescue.  The overall cost of  formulas,    

produce, and other grocery items have 

soared.  A national mealworm shortage has 

sent the center scrambling to get its hands 

on worms or comparable alternatives, 

sometimes at higher than normal prices.  

And in July, the minimum wage rate will 

again increase from $6.00 to $6.55.       

Providing the same level of animal care and 

services  today comes at a higher price than 

ever before. 

 

Staff and volunteers at Carolina Wildlife Care 

are wearing multiple hats these days.   Our 

center responds to calls from across the state 

and  beyond, regarding a wide range of     

wildlife related issues.  The CWC hotline now 

averages an incoming call roughly every two 

minutes.  And while additional help has been 

added to answer phones and assist visitors    

arriving at the center, it seems like a drop in 

the bucket.  

 

Carolina Wildlife Care is an organization that 

is vital to the well-being of the community and 

the animals that inhabit it.  This is the time of 

year that the centerôs resources become 

quickly absorbed.  Please keep us on your 

mind this summer by making a special gift to 

CWC.  No amount is too small, and every  

dollar is essential in our ability to provide the 

same services that you have grown to value 

and appreciate.   

 

It isnôt a government agency or a state budget 

that keeps Carolina Wildlife Care here.  It is 

you.  Thanks for moving CWC forward and for 

helping us respond to the growing needs of  

wildlife.   

 

Best wishes, 

From the Executive Director 

W I L D  T H I N G S  V O L U M E  1 9  S P R I N G / S U M M E R  

In June and July, CWC receives more fox  

sighting calls than any other time of year.  

Parents are foraging day and night to feed 

hungry little mouths.  Kits are more active, 

venturing from the den to play.  

In June, Carolina 
Wildlife Care 

responded to a 
request for help by 

a Kiawah Island 
homeowner.  A 

dock at the Kiawah 
Island Resort, 

where dozens of 
swallows build their 
nest each summer, 
was scheduled for 
reconstruction at 

the peak of nesting 
season.  Based on 

the information and 
recommendations 

provided by 
Carolina Wildlife 
Care, the resort 
reconsidered its 

decision and 
postponed the 

project until after 
nesting season.  

The lives of 
countless swallows 

were saved.  
Cheers to the 
Kiawah Island 

Resort! 
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Hear Their Stories 
~ A woman passing by a 

trash can in Greenville, SC 

heard peeping coming from 

inside.  Imagine her sur-

prise, when she discovered a 

nest with 5 little hatchlings 

thrown away in a bag. The 

young Carolina chickadees 

were transported to CWC, 

where 3 of the birds sur-

vived to be released. 

 

~ The maintenance person in an apartment complex placed    

multiple traps in a utility closet, responding to a complaint 

that a rat was living there. The traps quickly caught some-

thing.   But the unlucky catch wasnôt a rat, it was a young 

opossum.  The little opossum was caught not just in one trap, 

but two.  It arrived with multiple fractures to a front and hind 

leg.  Both legs have been splinted, and the opossum is still 

recovering at the wildlife center. 

 

~ A  young bunny arrived at the center after being struck by a 

weed eater.  The young rabbit fractured a femur and had        

lacerations to its body and ears.  Most bunnies would not    

survive the trauma of the accident, much less surgery.  But  

Dr. John Marlow successfully pinned the femur, and the 

young rabbit has healed beautifully.  ñMr. Bigò, as the bunny 

is fondly nicknamed, will be released to greener pastures. 

 

Gas prices arenôt bothering some patients as they have taken 

extended (and unexpected) road trips before arriving at CWC. 

~ A nest of 4 juvenille house finches  were brought to CWC 

after riding on the back of a hay truck travelling from Aiken, 

SC to Camden, SC before being discovered.  One more road 

trip, and their journey ended in Columbia where they were 

provided supportive care and have since been released. 

 

~ A plant nursery received a shipment of trees from ñthe 

coastò that included a nest with 5 young birds in one of them.  

The birds were quickly brought to the wildlife center.  Not 

able to immediately ID the young birds, CWC sent pictures to 

bird rehabilitators along the coast.  The consensusé they 

were common yellowthroats.  Mystery solved, right?  Wrong.  

As the young nestlings became more feathered, it was more     

apparent that the birds were not yellowthroats, but orchard  

orioles. Mystery solved.  The birds will be ready for release 

within the week.  Even CWC likes a good curve ball! 

 

~ Thirteen hours under the hood of a semi truck, moving   

testing equipment for a local electric and gas company, is 

what 3 little nestling cliff swallows endured as they travelled 

from Pittsburg, PA to Columbia, SC.  Cliff swallows breed 

throughout a large part of the US, but mostly migrate through 

SC.   The surviving cliff swallow is grouped with similar  

barn swallows.  CWC will determine if releasing it in SC is an    

option, or if it should it be transported elsewhere for release. 

Five mystery ñcoastalò birds 

make their way to CWC. 

Wingardôs Nursery Kidôs Day 

Celebrates Flora and Fauna                                               
Close to 200 kids and their parents 

turned out on a beautiful April morning 

to participate in Wingardôs Nursery  

3rd Annual Kidôs Day.  Children ate 

hotdogs, planted potted flowers, and 

learned about many of the resident    

animals at Carolina Wildlife Care.  The 

morning raised $1,000 to help provide 

food and care for the animals at the  

wildlife center.  Thanks to our friends at   

Wingardôs Nursery for a great time! 

Enterprise Rent-A-Car              

Foundation Awards CWC Education Grant                                                   
Carolina Wildlife Care received a $2,500 grant from the                 

Enterprise Rent-A-Car  Foundation.  The grant will be used 

to further develop the centerôs environmental education                        

outreach program, which connects youth in schools throughout 

the Midlands to the natural world.  Thank you Enterprise Rent-

A-Car Foundation!  

 

Monroe Makes Big Debut                                                 
CWCôs newest wildlife ambassador, a 

red-tailed hawk by the name of Mon-

roe, made his first public appearance at 

CWCôs Wildlife Baby Shower.  He 

arrived at CWC after being hit by a 

garbage truck in NC.  Having lost   

vision in one eye, he is no longer     

capable of hunting for food.  CWC 

hopes that through Monroeôs story, we 

can enlighten others on the dangers of 

litter and roadways for wildlife. 

Picnic Recognizes Volunteers                                           
The wildlife center celebrated its             

fabulous volunteers at a picnic where 

two volunteers were recognized for their 

dedicated service.  Adrianna Aylard 

was named the 2007 Volunteer of the 

Year.  Her contributions in animal care 

at the center and offsite care, in addition 

to the many ways she helps ñbehind the 

scenesò are countless.  Beverly DuBose 

was selected 2007 Rookie of the Year.  

Bev has been eager to help in any way 

possible, and Bevôs unyielding desire to 

learn makes her a wonderful addition.  

Thanks to all CWC volunteers for your 

dedication to helping wildlife!  Thank 

you to the Bilo and Subway on St.  

Andrews Road for providing the delicious food at the picnic.   

 

Tania Johnson and 

her children, Neely 

and Donalson,        

enjoy Kidõs Day  

Monroe joins CWCõs 

education program  

Carolina Wildlife Care News 

Volunteer of the 

Year, Adrianna   

Aylard (left) with 

director, Joanna 

Weitzel (right)  


