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Wildlife Center Provides Care to ' SoLong To A De
3,159 Patients in 2007 i and Amb a

Carolina Wildlife Care once again |

My It has been a tough winter for the aniny
topped the 3,000 mark, admitting
3,159 patients in 2007. While I care staff, as we had to say goodbye ti)

most admissions came from the I very special member of CWC. Gaged
Midlands, patients arrived from as | Jack, our sweet, _male opossum, passéd
far north as Gaffney and from as fag 2Way peacefully in November due to
south as Hilton Head Island Some‘ heart failure. He was almost 2 years oll

animals stayed at the center for S )

only a few days of R&R, but most | Finding just the right words to sum upl
remained for weeks or monthS, Jack is difficult. While he had a rOCky I
recovering from trauma, surgery, Orl start at life, Jack had the most pleasarit

. for further development before | and engaging disposition, and turned
released by the center in 2007. being released. | heads wherever he went. Jack changk

the hearts and minds of so many whol

Our goal seems simple enough. Carolina Wildlife Care provides quality ljust didnét under IS
medical and rehabilitative care to the injured, orphaned and displaced anirfals

that enter our center with the goal of releasing them back into the wild. Bui iHow lucky we were to have known Jad
reality, it is a very tall order to fill. Especially when those 3,000+ animals — and we miss him tremendously, but weg
represent an amazing 118 different species of wildlife as they did this pastI are forever grateful for the many people
year! Each of those species had their own special diets and unique caging that he touched during his time with us!
requirements. Many animals arrived injured, while others needed atlognd |

clock care... okay, so it is not that simple! All gifts made in loving memory of Jack

] - ] ) ) b will be used in providing food and carg
Carolina Wildlife Care admitted 1,598 birds, 1,448 mammals and 83 reptilgSthe 15 norreleasable wildlife ambassa’

to the center. On average, 21 patients a day came through the doors of the qors currently residing at the center.
hospital during the summer months, and between 400 and 500 animals were in

care on any given summer day. Most patients were brought to Carolina WAIJE

life Care by people concerned for their welfare after finding them in a time I)f

need. Ot hers arrived either from

enforcement officers, tree cutters or game wardens. Overall, 64% of patieln

treated at the center last year were returned back to their natural environmin

\

This American Woodcock was one of
thousands of patients treated and

The top five most admitted songbirds included finches, Carolina wrens,

mockingbirds, mourning doves and blue jays. And it probably comes as nd

surprise that gray squirrels topped the list for mammal admissions, followep

by opossums, rabbits, raccoons and fawns. Some of the less common or in

unusual patients included an American Redstart, aTRedated Loon, a

Piedbilled Grepe, and a Hoary Bat. While it ?s_always exciting for the staf_flo p——

care for a species less common to the area, it is the most commonly admitfed

species that are constant reminders of the impact that human influences aE)d M”Jﬁ

our pets are having on native wildlife. Carolina Wildlife Care will continue

address these challenges to restore the balance between humans and wildlife. In loving memory of Jack.
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From the Executive Directo
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During the winter months, sick and injured both wildlife and humans. \
adults continued to make their way to the

center for medical care, but other things  One of the most influential people in my |
have also kept us busy, including the 5K young life was an elderly neighbor named Mj.

walk/run, the state conference,-sffe LaRosa. Mr. LaRosa had a deep fascinatio
programs, Christmas cards, and more. Wefor nature and a way of finding beauty in eve
have been repairing worn cages and the most simple things. He could point out

building new ones. And most recently, characteristics that made an oddly shaped rqck
through the help of a grant, two covered or a colorful leaf fascinating, and then use thtt
picnic shelters have been constructed. Thisbject in a crafts project to highlight its uniqu

Joanna Weitzel is especially exciting as it will allow CWC f eat ur es. Mr . LaRoslaods
Saaive B a place to bring in small groups for my life is certainly an underlying reason for I
educational programs and our new summemy love of the natural world today.
camp program, Camp WILD Things! I

Having just joined the IWRC Board, | look |
A few weeks ago, | spoke off camera to a forward to serving this international council ap

d have a dream... that local TV reporter regarding a vulture much of what they do involves education to
_ situation. A women maintained that a conserve wildlife and its habitat. Through thib
we the people will stop vulture was attacking her pit bull mix. new experience, | hope to bring to CWC a |

destroying tje anl ma

Whetqers%r not the claim is true, it certainlybroader understanding of wildlife issues todai/
goes against the nature of most vultures. and how to better connect people to address

homes and let them Vultures are scavengers, not predators. Assuch issues locally. And like Mr. LaRosa,
o | watched the report that evening, my Carolina Wildlife Care will continue to be a
have a place to live in attention turned from the black vultures in positive influence, not only in our neighbor- I
the story to the 9 year old daughter being hood, but far beyond its boundaries.
SC. How would you . . ~ . . N
interviewed. il want them to just die,lo s
feel if you had your the little girl. My heart sank at such apathyBest wishes, |
coming from a child the same age as my I
home chopped d ? i
pped down oyvn.daughter.. [ t h A ICWC needs to
_ visit that girl oés ¢ n! o |
We owe them since we
are taking away their The little girl was likely only repeating |
what she had heard, but her comments |
homes. So, do the right underscore the importance of connecting |

youth with the natural world. One of my
favorite questions to ask children when

thing and plant some

trees. Give them time doing school progra
do if you found a sn
to grow and give the Overwhelmingly, the response is often
_ o AKIi Il it.o Di scussi
animals a little bit of ways shakes are beneficial to the environ-
their homes back! ment and why it is best not to kill them.
Many times harm is brought to wildlife in
~ By Erin Weitzel reaction to unfounded fear.
4th Grade Wildlife and its place in this world is often I
Bookrman Road not fully understood. Instilling in young Students at Round Top Elementary
people a greater appreciation of natureand School 6s Nature Navightor
Elementary its role, through positive experiences, about CWCG&s resident Jporn
facilitates compassion and brings hope for /
S -’
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This summer, children ages 6-11
will be able to explore nature and
have fun doing it!

Camp WILD Things is a new
program designed for kids who
love the outdoors and all of the
creeping, crawling and flying
things that live there.

Campers will gain a better
understanding of the wonders of
the natural world and explore
their own roles in taking care of
our environment through games,
crafts, and encounters with live
wildlife ambassadors. Certified
teachers serve as nature guides
and each camp is limited to 12
campers, making the most of
your childés | ear
Camp Times

Camp WILD Things begins at

9:00 am each day and ends at

12:00 pm. No extended care is
available.

Costs

The cost for a one-week session
is $125. Programs are repeated,
so campers need to register for
one week only.

Children will be provided a Camp
WILD Things t-shirt to wear to
camp each day. All activities will
be conducted outside.
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Let Your Child Go

~

\

Camp WILD Things connects children
to nature using a hands -on approach

Dates of Camps
Nature Explorers
Ages 6-8

June 16™-20"
June 23-27"

ning
Wildlife Adventurers
Ages 9-11

July 711"

July 14™-18™

experience!

For ALL Campers

Registration : Camps are designed
to be age appropriate, and each
week is limited to an enroliment of 12
campers. Registration is by mail
only. Payment must accompany
registration form.

For more camp information or to print
a registration form, visit
www.carolinawildlife.org . J
s’
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’ SAVE THE DATE!

zi VAite Care

OPEN HOUSE/
WILDLIFE BABY
SHOWER
Animals ~ Wildlife Program
Saturday, April 19th
10:00-4:00
Sunday, April 20th
1:00-4:00

Cost of Admission

Cash Donation

Or Baby Gift from
CWC Wish List

Join us for a specialreakfast
with the Birds from
8:30 to 10:00 am Saturday
morning and beat the crowds
Enjoy muffins, fruit and other
tasty temptations while you vis
the center before it opens to
the public. Cost is a $20.00
donation per person . For
more information or to reserve
your space at this early bird
special, call us at 80B72-3994.
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